
ATHENS COMMUNITY CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Draft of Minutes of June 2, 2022 meeting

. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Sandi Capponcelli.  Present were Sandi, Krista Gay, Matt Shea and Tina White, committee members.  Also present was Don Capponcelli.

. The minutes of the April 7, 2022 meeting were approved without any additions or corrections (Matt Shea moved to accept; seconded by Tina White).

. Painting Schedule (Assembly Room interior) – It was generally agreed that painting should happen in July.  Two prospective teens were mentioned for community service hours.  Don and Matt Shea have done drywall repairs to the room, and a drywall sander was rented to facilitate the wall preps.  Sandi brought paint color chips and there was a discussion of paint colors for the room.
· Should the countertop and sink be removed?  Matt Shea suggested that it would be good to retain for public and private functions.

. Rug cleaning (rental of rug cleaner) after painting day and general cleaning – Discussion went to the subject of whether the carpet should be kept or replaced with vinyl plank or other type of flooring.  Don will look into recommendations and pricing, perhaps with volunteer labor.  There was date set for general cleaning.

. Municipal Building Audits – On June 24’th Janet Perry and Sandi Capponcelli will be meeting with Efficiency, Vt. to survey the Town Office, Town Garage and Community Center buildings.  There will be recommendations for energy-related improvements to the buildings, as well as links to professional services.

. Fall Open House – Date set for August 27’th.  It was decided to stay with the portion of the venue where giveaway food from local farmers and Veggie-Van-Go would be solicited, perhaps with signs and donation jars.  It is hoped that this event would be promotional for local farms and CSAs.  Matt Shea will contact local farms.
· There is a lot of support for the idea of a chili cook-off in 2023.

. Playground – The Selectboard is calling for the removal of the wooden structure on the playground due to liability concerns.
· The swing chains should be replaced with covered chains (Tina White will check with Amazon).
· Wood chips for the playground area was discussed.  Chips available through Scott Hitchcock were too soft.  Playground-approved chips available through Cersosimo are very expensive.  There was no action taken.

. Other Business:
· Krista Gay urges the Committee to begin consideration of a sample rental agreement for private functions.
· Krista has also heard from Senator Leahy’s office regarding her e-mail request for suggestions for grant sources.  They are calling our attention to A) the annual State of Vt. Buildings and Community Services Grant and B) USDA 35% matching grants for municipalities.  USDA can also be a source for low-interest loans.
· Don Capponcelli asked if the Committee would support a recommendation to the Athens Selectboard that the Community Center be a future site for a Town cooling shelter.  There were no objections from the Committee.  Don will look into ADA-related needs for the basement area (parking, new entrance & approach, ADA-compliant rest room).
· Don called attention to recent action by the Vermont Legislature to phase-out the sale of fluorescent light bulbs by 2024.  The Community Center has 144 bulbs in each of the main rooms in the basement and main floor, plus fluorescent lighting in the vestibule and auxiliary rooms.  Don will look for options for future lighting.
· There was discussion around the purchase of folding tables, comparing the $150.00 on-line price for restaurant-grade tables vs. the lesser-quality folding tables at Ocean State Job Lot.


. Date of next meeting will be Thursday, July 7, 2022, 6:30PM, location to be announced.

. The meeting was adjourned at 7:42PM (Tina White moved to adjourn; Matt Shea seconding).


Respectfully submitted,


Don Capponcelli




